SWANSEA VALE AGILITY CLUB
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1.  MEMBERSHIP FORM

· Please complete the membership enquiry form, this can be found on the navigation menu to the left, click Send in order to submit your enquiry to the Club Secretary.  Prior to acceptance you will also be required to provide your dog’s current vaccination certificate for inspection by a member of the Committee. 
2. RULES AND REGULATIONS

· The aim of the club is to promote motivational methods and to help owners and dogs have fun together in a safe environment.

· Members need to be 18 or over to join the Swansea Vale Agility club.  Children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult member with parental consent.

· Please try to avoid your dog fouling in practice areas, or  surrounding areas. If an accident does happen please clean up after your dog!

This means bringing poop bags with you to practice sessions just in case!

· Please be considerate to other people using the L & A Centre and keep your dog under control at all times.

· If you have children and need to bring them to the training sessions please make sure they behave and do not distract the dogs and owners during the session. Parents please be reminded that the responsibility for their children’s safety and conduct is theirs and not the clubs.

· Members should understand that the club will not be held responsible for the entire or partial loss or detention of, or damage to dogs, or any other property or monies paid, whether arising from accident or any 

other cause. Nor will the club be held responsible for any injury sustained by members during the practice sessions.

· Members take part in dog agility at their own risk, it is not compulsory to attend every practice session, members attend at their own discretion. Where  sessions are cancelled for what ever reason, the club secretary will make every effort to ensure all members are informed before hand via Club Newspage on website: www.swanseavaleagility.net
· The annual Club Membership fee will be £50. Additional weekly fee allows a member to take one turn per cycle (one turn on the circuit), this will be £2.50 per dog.

· Members will be limited to running 2 dogs each per session.

· The club promotes motivational methods and will not tolerate harsh handling of any dogs during the practice sessions.  No choke chains should be used within practice sessions.

· The club expects its members to behave respectfully to others and will not tolerate aggressive behaviour from members or their dogs!

· Swansea Vale Agility club regretfully cannot offer places to dogs of ‘Pit Bull Terrier Type/fighting’ according to the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 (see www.opsi.gov.uk which is the official government public sector information site).

· The Swansea Vale Agility club is a non-profit organisation.

· Committee decisions on membership and club activities are final.

· Members will be expected to help get equipment out and pack away at each session.

3.  PRACTICE INFORMATION

Make sure you are comfortable when practicing, we recommend shoes with a suitable grip as you may be running around.

During wet weather, practicing will still take place so come prepared with wet weather gear.  Also clothes with pockets for the all important treats!

Please bring your own treats to reward your dog. They should be small and very tasty!

Popular choices are cooked sausage, cubed cheese, cooked liver and cubed corned beef.

It is recommended that Agility leads are used.

Some prefer to use a toy as a reward for a task instead of food based treats. This is fine, but try to keep this toy apart from others at other times so it is especially for agility.

All dogs need to be 18 months old before being allowed to go over any jumps.  However, if your dog is slightly younger than this come along as there are activities such as the tunnel and obedience based guidance which you can take part in which will prepare you and your dog for the more physically demanding equipment at a later date.

Please make sure your dog is wearing a properly fitting collar and lead.

Please don’t forget to praise/reward your dog for carrying out your commands.

It is important to ensure your dog is in good health before training.  Vaccination Certificates must be sighted.

It is equally important to check your dog regularly for any injuries.  Checks with Doctor/Vet before participating in any physical activity is suggested.

4. VENUE

L & A Centre Goytre, Port Talbot. SA13 2YP. The centre is 1.4 miles from the motorway junction. Take Junction 40 off the M4, follow signs for the village of Goytre, the centre is 300 yards past the village.

5. PRACTICE TIMETABLE

See website for details:  www.swanseavaleagility.net 

Sundays

Evening sessions are planned as soon as the indoor facilities are finished.

The Swansea Vale Agility Club wish to convey its sincere thanks to Burns Pet Nutrition for providing essential sponsorship enabling the purchase of equipment to establish the club.
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